MONTANA SENATE
2007 LEGISLATURE

e ROLL CALL

BUSINESS, LABOR AND ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

DATE~3-/3-© ]

—_
NAMES PRESENT ABSE_NT EXCUSED

SEN. JOE BALYEAT (R)
SEN. ROY BROWN (R)

SEN. JOHN ESP (R)
SEN. VERDELL JACKSON (R)
SEN. LANE LARSON (D)

SEN. DON RYAN (D)

SEN. FRANK SMITH (D)

H SEN. CAROLYN SQUIRES (R)

ﬂ SEN. DONALD STEINBEISSER (R)

|| SEN. JOE TROPILA (D)

SEN. VICKI COCCHIARELLA (D) CHAIRWOMAN

n PAT MURDO (LSD)

\5 EERISRNSRERRRN

CLAUDIA JOHNSON, SECRETARY




SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT
March 14, 2007
Page 1 of 1

Mr. President:
We, your committee on Business, Labor, and Economic Affairs recommend that House Bill

286 (third reading copy -- blue) be concurred in.
i
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Signed: z%f/i{.z( LALLLL, Zg/&/

Senator Vicki Cocchiarella, Chair

To be carried by Senator Vicki Cocchiarella
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¢ Motorcycle Industry Council
" Government Relations Office

February 15, 2007

The Honorable Vicki Cocchiarella

Chair

Senate Business, Labor and Economic Affairs Committee
Capitol Station #332

Helena, MT 59620

Dear Chairperson Cocchiarella:

The Motorcycle Industry Council (MIC) is a national not-for-profit trade association representing
over 300 manufacturers and distributors of motorcycles, scooters, parts and accessories and
members of allied trades.

I am writing to express our concern with H 409, which would define "motorsports vehicle" and
prohibit certain unfair practices by manufacturers and distributors. While we are not opposed to
reasonable franchise legislation, H 409 would create confusion at best and in some cases,
conflicting law.

H 409 would define a "motorsports vehicle" as a personal watercraft, snowmobile, motorcycle,
motor-driven cycle or quadricycle (all-terrain vehicle). Yet, these vehicles are included in the
definition of "motor vehicle" for the purposes of the existing Montana statutes regulating motor
vehicle manufacturers and distributors and the franchise relationship [61-4-201].

Section 61-4-208 of the Montana statutes specifically sets forth prohibited acts on the part of
manufacturers or distributors of these vehicles. H 409 would enact a new and different set of
prohibited acts for these same manufacturers. In some cases the language is similar; in some
cases, it is conflicting.

Passage of H 409 would put manufacturers of motorcycles, personal watercraft, snowmobiles,
and ATVs in an impossible situation of having to comply with two different and conflicting laws.

Trying to comply with the myriad laws regulating business is burdensome enough already.
Subjecting franchisors and franchisees to two sets of different and conflicting laws, would be an
example of regulation at its worst;

We urge that H 409 be revisited and if there are changes to the franchise law that you deem
necessary, these changes be made by amending the existing law pertaining to these vehicles [61-

4-201, et seq.], rather than creating a new body of conflicting law,

Thank you very much foryour consideration of these comments.
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Kat‘hy"' . Van Kleeck
Sr. Vice President, Government Relations
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